West  Gloucestershire  United  District 

(East  Dean,  West  Dean  and  Lydney  Rural  Districts). 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  year  1950. 


Divisional  Health  Office, 
COLEFORD,  GLOS. 

To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Councils 
of  the  West  Gloucestershire  United  District. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1950.  In  compiling  this  I  have  carried  out  the  instructions  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  as  far  as  possible.  In  so  doing  I  have  needed 
the  assistance  of  not  only  the  sanitary  inspectors  but  also  of  the 
surveyors,  clerks  and  rating  officers.  To  all  these  officers  I  am 
grateful  for  their  help.  The  report  has  to  be  kept  short  but  is,  I 
hope,  a  useful  record. 

I  am  grateful  to  the  sanitary  inspectors  for  their  continued 
loyal  support  and  to  the  other  officers  of  the  Councils  for  their 
co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

The  vital  statistics  are  interesting.  The  figures  for  the  popula¬ 
tions  of  the  rural  districts  are  those  given  by  the  Registrar  General 
and  I  apportion  these  to  the  wards  and  parishes  in  the  ratio  of  their 
electoral  lists.  The  Registrar  General  has  now  issued  area  com- 
parabilty  factors  again  as  he  did  pre-war.  These  correct  the  local 
birth  and  death  rates  for  irregularity  of  distribution  of  age  and  sex 
so  as  to  make  them  a  more  accurate  method  of  comparing  the 
healthiness  of  one  area  with  that  of  another. 

All  the  birth  rates  have  fallen  this  year;  the  death  rates  are 
within  normal  limits. 

There  were  no  deaths  due  to  maternal  causes  again  this  year. 
There  were  27  deaths  in  infants  in  the  first  year  of  life  to  the  864 
live  births.  This  figure  is  too  small  to  work  out  an  Infant 
Mortality  Rate  but  it  appears  to  tally  with  the  National  Rate  of 
29.8.  It  is  a  drop  from  the  40  deaths  last  year. 


Infectious  diseases  are  dealt  with  in  detail  under  the  headings 
of  each  rural  district  but  I  make  the  following  general  remarks. 
There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  again  this  year.  Diphtheria  in 
this  country  has  been  reduced  almost  to  vanishing  point.  The 
immunization  level  in  children  in  my  combined  area  remains  at 
about  65%.  Such  a  proportion  of  immunized  members  renders 
the  child  population  infertile  to  the  spread  of  this  disease.  A 
useful  simile  is  to  imagine  a  forest  in  which  65%  of  the  trees  at 
random  were  treated  against  the  danger  of  fire.  It  is  easy  to  see 
that  in  such  a  forest  a  fire  would  not  be  able  to  spread.  Un¬ 
immunized  children  benefit  because  other  children  have  been 
immunized. 

No  such  happy  story  can  be  told  about  whooping  cough.  The 
257  notified  cases  and  the  other  cases  which  must  have  escaped 
notification  represent  a  heavy  toll  of  suffering  and  ill  health  in 
childhood.  There  were  2  deaths  from  this  disease. 

There  were  71  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  the 
year  and  426  cases  were  on  the  combined  registers  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  There  were  19  deaths  from  this  disease.  This  is  the  fourth 
year  in  succession  that  there  has  been  a  reduced  number  of  deaths 
from  this  disease.  The  previous  figures  were  43  (1947),  32  (1948), 
24  (1949). 

I  regret  to  say  that  the  thoroughness  of  notification  by  general 
practitioners  varied.  In  some  cases  constant  reminders  were 
necessary;  on  the  other  hand  there  were  practitioners  who,  in  keeping 
with  the  rest  of  their  work,  were  conscientiously  thorough  in  their 
notifications. 

In  some  areas  the  infectious  jaundices  and  rheumatic  fever  are 
notifiable  and  I  think  it  would  be  useful  if  these  were  notifiable  in 
this  area. 

Propaganda  was  undertaken  in  each  rural  district  in  an 
endeavour  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  food  and  drink  infections. 
Talks  were  given  illustrated  by  a  film  and  film  strips  prepared  by 
the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education.  In  each  case  the 
sanitary  inspector  gave  me  his  fullest  co-operation. 

Many  of  the  worst  housing  cases  have  been  re-housed  into  the 
new  housing  estates  that  have  sprung  up  since  the  war  all  over  the 
area.  An  increasing  section  of  the  community  is  living  in  better 
housing  conditions  than  ever  before.  Many  problems  are  left, 
the  poor  condition  of  so  many  properties,  the  lack  of  small  dwellings 
for  old  couples  and  other  small  families,  the  difficulty  in  getting 
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many  owners  to  do  repairs  because  of  the  increased  cost  of  these  in 
relation  to  the  rents. 

Taking  the  three  districts  together  the  average  number  of  persons 
per  house  has  dropped  from  3.65  in  1947  to  3.53  this  year.  In  1911 
there  were  4.5  persons  per  house  and  in  1901  there  were  4.6. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  T.  HUNT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Public  Health  Staff. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Three  District  Councils  : 
A.  T.  HUNT,  m.b.,  b.s.  (lond.),  d.p.h.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

Sanitary  Inspectors. 

East  Dean.  A.  D.  Parsons,  m.s.i.a.,  m.r.san.i. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector : 

R.  R.  Charman,  m.s.i.a.,  a.r.san.i. 

West  Dean.  V.  G.  Hudson,  m.s.i.a.,  m.r.san.i. 

Lydney.  W.  M.  Richards,  m.s.i.a. 

Analyst  employed  by  all  three  authorities : 

Rowland  H.  Ellis,  Gloucester. 

Milk  Samples  are  sent  to  the  Pathological  Laboratory,  Gloucester 
Royal  Hospital. 
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Births  and  Death  Rates  Compared. 


England  and  Wales 
London 

Gloucestershire 

East  Dean  crude  ... 

corrected 

West  Dean  crude 

corrected 

Lydney  crude 

corrected... 


Birth  Rate 

Death  Rai 

15.8 

11.6 

17.8 

11.8 

16.15 

11.46 

17.9 

11.6 

18.6 

11.8 

16.3 

11.6 

17.9 

11.25 

16.8 

10.5 

19.3 

10.65 

D 


EAST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Area— 30,475  acres. 

Population — 20,350  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate). 

Number  of  inhabited  houses — 5,626  +65  huts  ufeed  for  human 
habitation. 

Rateable  value — £54,932.  Product  of  Id.  rate— £209/1  / 11. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths. 


Legitimate 

Ill 

egitimate 

Totals 

Male 

Lem. 

Total 

Male 

Lem. 

Total 

Male 

Lem. 

Total 

Live  Births 

176 

172 

348 

13 

3 

16 

189 

175 

364 

Still  Births 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Deaths 

under  1  yr. 

7 

2 

9 

— 

— 

— 

7 

2 

9 

Deaths 

under 

4  weeks 

5 

1 

6 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

6 

Birth  Rate  =  17.9  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparability  factor  of  1.04  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  18.6.  This 
rate  has  fallen  from  20.5  of  last  year,  this  fall  coming  two  years  later  than  the 
fall  in  the  National  rate  which  followed  the  post-war  peak. 

Excess  of  births  over  deaths  =364 — 246  =  118. 

Death  Rate  =  11.6  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparability  factor  of  1.02  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  1 1.8. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Male 

Lemale 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

2 

4 

6 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

1 

— 

1 

Syphilitic  diseases 

— . 

— 

— 

Cancer  and  other  malignant  neoplasms... 

16 

23 

39 

Diabetes 

—  • 

4 

4 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

8 

18 

26 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

14 

4 

18 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

2 

6 

Other  heart  disease 

23 

29 

52 

Other  circulatory  disease 

7 

4 

11 

Influenza  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

5 

3 

8 

Bronchitis  ... 

9 

5 

14 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

5 

0 

5 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

3 

7 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

4 

- — 

4 

Childbirth,  pregnancy  and  abortion 

— 

— 

■ - 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

2 

Other  diseases 

16 

9 

25 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  ...• 

— 

— 

- - - 

All  other  accidents 

5 

6 

11 

Suicide 

2 

— 

2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

_ 

— 

Totals 

129 

117 

246 
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infectious  Diseases  Notified 


Scarlet 

Fever 

| 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

' 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Polio¬ 

myelitis 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Males 

9 

110 

35 

4 

3 

1 

i 

Females 

22 

101 

25 

3 

1 

1 

Total 

31 

211 

60 

7 

> 

3 

2 

A 

0  +  ... 

_ 

6 

4 

— 

— 

1  +  ... 

2 

38 

14 

2 

— 

t 

3  +  ... 

7 

46 

12 

— 

— 

-  ' 

Age  5  +  ... 

20 

113 

28 

1 

- — - 

1 

-  ' 

Groups  10  + 

9 

/a 

4 

2 

• - 

— ■ 

1 

— 

15  +  ... 

— - 

4 

— 

1 

_ 

1 

25+  ... 

— 

— 

_ 

2 

- — 

> 

45  + 

— 

_ 

— 

2 

1 

■  — 

- - 

65  + 

— 

— — 

1 

— ■ 

— 

— 

j  ariuary 

2 

8 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

February 

3 

57 

18 

2 

— 

— 

1 

March 

8 

31 

7 

1 

1 

— 

April 

4 

4 

9 

V 

- — '' 

— 

• - - 

May 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

June  . 

9 

— 

9 

_ 

— 

— 

July  . 

3 

3 

6 

- — 

— 

August  ... 

4 

'4 

1 

— 

— 

- — • 

September 

2 

22 

— -  • 

— 

: — 

— 

October  ... 

2 

57 

1 

1 

— 

o 

Jmt 

— 

November 

— 

7 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

December 

1 

18 

1 

2 

— 

- — 

Awre 

1 

25 

14 

_ 

2 

_ 

1 

Blaisdon 

— 

— 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Churcham 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

Huntley 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

Longhope 

2 

50 

2 

— - 

Mitcheldean 

7 

4 

6 

1 

— 

— 

■ - | 

Ruardean 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Littledean 

— 

24 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Cinderford 

14 

68 

6 

— 

1 

— 

Ruspidge 

1 

- — 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Soudley  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— • 

Plump  Hill 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Popes  Hill 

— 

3 

14 

2 

- — - 

— 

— 

Blakeney  Hill 

1 

5 

2 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Drybrook 

4 

21 

3 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

Removed  to  Hospital  ... 

13 

_ 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Deaths 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 
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Infectious  Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  31  cases.  These  were  nearly  all  mild  and  only  13 
were  removed  to  hospital.  Most  of  the  cases  were  at  or  near 
Cinderford  and  Mitcheldean  but  they  arose  sporadically  throughout 
the  year  and  the  disease  failed  to  develop  any  epidemic  force. 

Measles. 

The  number  of  cases  show  two  peaks,  the  first  in  February  and 
March  was  due  to  this  disease  being  epidemic  at  Cinderford  in 
February  and  at  Littledean  in  March,  the  second  peak  was  in 
October  and  was  due  to  epidemics  at  Awre  and  Blakeney  and  Long- 
hope.  There  was  an  epidemic  at  Drybrook  in  December. 

Whooping  Gough. 

Sporadic  cases  occurred  throughout  the  year  especially  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year.  There  was  a  death  from  this  disease  again 
this  year. 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia. 

A  few  cases  were  notified  throughout  the  year. 

Infectious  hepatitis  or  infectious  jaundice. 

There  was  an  epidemic  of  this  disease  at  Plump  Hill  in  January 
and  a  few  cases  elsewhere. 

Ghickenpox. 

There  was  an  epidemic  of  this  disease  from  March  to  June  at 
Blakeney. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

There  were  two  paralytic  cases.  One  attended  a  school  out¬ 
side  the  district  where  there  had  been  at  least  one  other  case  but 
the  other  occurred  in  Cinderford  and  no  contact  with  any  other  case 
could  be  traced,  nor  were  any  non-paralvtic  cases  notified. 

Tuberculosis. 


The  following  notifications  were  received  during  the  year: — 


Male 

Female 

Pulmonary 

15 

8 

Non-pulmonary  ... 

1 

4 

Thus  there  were  28  notifications  altogether.  There  were  only 
7  deaths. 
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Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Mains  Water  Supply. 
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20350  5626  65  4243  154 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Harry  Jones,  the  Surveyor  and  Engineer  reports  as 
follows : — 

The  yield  from  the  sources  of  supply  at  Greenbottom  was 
sufficient  to  maintain  an  uninterrupted  supply  to  the  consumers 
during  the  year. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  pumped  from  Greenbottom  during 
the  year  was  129,697,000  gallons  with  an  average  daily  consumption 
of  355,334  gallons.  Of  this  quantity  5,281,000  gallons  were  supplied 
to  the  West  Dean  R.D.C.  for  the  supply  of  Joys  Green  and  8,092,000 
gallons  were  used  for  trade  purposes  leaving  115,324,000  gallons 
which  were  used  for  domestic  consumption. 

The  average  daily  consumption  of  water  per  head  of  population 
was  20.85  gallons. 

104  new  connections  were  made  to  the  Council’s  mains. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  carry  out  a  mains  extension  at 
glump  Hill  and  this  has  made  the  supply  good  in  this  area. 

Mains  extensions  were  carried  out  to  serve  properties  at  Lea 
Bailey  Lane  End  and  at  Greenbottom. 

There  is  still  a  shortage  of  water  during  the  summer  months  at 
Popes  Hill  and  a  scheme  is  being  prepared  to  provide  a  piped  supply 
to  this  district. 

The  preparation  of  schemes  for  augmenting  the  supplies  at  the 
southern  and  northern  portions  of  the  Rural  District  were  further 
advanced  during  the  year.  It  is  hoped  to  commence  both  schemes 
in  1951. 

The  Council  purchased  the  Water  Works  Undertaking  of  the 
Mitcheldean  Water  Company  in  October  and  has  carried  out  certain 
work  of  augmentation  of  the  supply. 

MEDICAL  OFFICERS  SANITARY  NOTES. 

Water  Supply. 

Of  the  5,691  dwellings  in  use  in  the  district  4,396  or  77%  are 
supplied  with  mains  water.  Huntley  and  Churcham  are  in  the 
Gloucester  Statutory  Area  of  Supply  and  the  mains  were  being 
extended  to  supply  these  parishes.  The  supply  is  badly  needed. 
The  extension  of  the  East  Dean  Mains  to  supply  Longhope  and 
Awre  and  other  parts  of  the  East  Dean  Parish  will  be  advantageous 

Sewerage. 

With  the  sewering  of  Ruardean  some  60%  of  the  population 
will  be  served  with  main  sewers.  The  one  large  built  up  area 
which  urgently  needs  sewering  is  the  village  of  Blakeney.  There 
are  also  smaller  drainage  problems  in  the  East  Dean  Parish  especially 
at  Drybrook  where  extensions  of  the  sewer  would  be  advantageous 
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Housing  Act  1936,  Section  11. 

Representations  were  made  in  respect  of  6  houses  that  they 
were  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  should  be  demolished.  Orders 
were  made  in  2  cases. 

Representations  were  made  under  Section  25  that  a  block  of 
6  houses  in  Valley  Road  were  unfit  and  should  be  declared  a 
Clearance  Area.  These  houses  were  liable  to  flooding  from  the 
stream. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47. 

Orders  were  obtained  for  the  removal  of  two  old  people  for 
periods  of  one  month.  Another  person  was  persuaded  to  enter  an 
institution  before  the  rather  cumbrous  procedure  of  this  Section 
could  be  applied. 

Cemetery. 

Owing  to  the  filling  of  the  churchyards,  the  Council  had  been 
endeavouring  to  find  a  suitable  site  for  a  cemetery  for  the  East 
Dean  Parish  and  during  the  year  the  Yewtreebrake  site  was  acquired. 
The  finding  of  a  suitable  site  was  a  problem  of  considerable 
difficulty.  The  site  had  to  be  near  the  bulk  of  the  population 
which  is  at  Cinderford.  On  the  east  of  the  town  lies  almost  barren 
limestone  and  on  the  west  the  low  lying  clay  of  the  coal  measures 
honeycombed  by  abandoned  workings.  To  have  used  a  part  of 
the  latter  would  have  tidied  and  used  waste  land  but  the  cost 
would  have  been  very  high  and  would  have  taken  more  time  than 
was  available. 

At  Yewtreebrake  are  several  acres  of  sandstone  with  a  deep 
subsoil  which  should  be  satisfactory  from  the  mechanical  and 
sanitary  points  of  view. 

Public  Conveniences. 

Conveniences  were  completed  at  Blakeney  and  good  progress 
made  with  the  construction  of  some  at  Drybrook. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR  S  REPORT. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  sewering  of  the  village  of  Ruardean  was  completed  during 
the  year.  The  works  were  operating  satisfactorily  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

In  other  parts  of  the  District  there  were  19  connections  to  the 
sewers  and  20  private  drainage  s37stems  were  installed.  In  all  161 
advisory  visits  were  made. 
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Public  Cleansing. 

The  regular  collection  at  Cinderford,  Ruspidge  and  a  part  of 
Drybrook  are  operated  by  direct  labour.  Contractors  collect  at 
Awre,  Blaisdon,  Churcham,  Huntley,  Littledean,  Mitcheldean, 
Ruardean,  the  wards  of  Blakeney  Hill,  Plump  Hill  and  Popes  Hill 
together  with  Upper  Soudley  and  a  part  of  Drybrook.  Collections 
by  contractors  were  commenced  for  Greenway  and  Greenbottom 
in  the  parish  of  Littledean  and  for  Lower  Soudley.  Longhope  is 
now  the  only  parish  or  considerable  area  without  a  collection. 

Water  Samples. 

Samples  were  taken  regularly  from  the  East  Dean  Council 
Mains  and  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination.  Of  the  13 
samples  taken  all  were  reported  on  as  satisfactory. 

Ice-Cream  Production. 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  production — Hot  mix  ...  2 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  production — Cold  mix  ...  4 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  storage  and  sale  only  ...  32 

Total  38 

12  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  for  bacteriological  and 
fat  content. 

Summary  of  reports  on  samples — 

Grade  (Methylene  Blue  Test)  ...  I  II  III  IV 

9  3—  — 


Present  in 

More  than 

Not  present 

1  Tube 

2  Tubes  3  Tubes  3  Tubes 

Baccilus  Coli 

9 

— 

—  2 

1 

Under  100  100-1,000 

1,001-10,000 

Over  10,000 

Bacterial  Count 

1 

6 

3 

2 

Under  2|°0 

2J-5% 

5-10% 

Over  10% 

Fat  Content... 

— 

1 

7 

4 

Average  Fat  Content — 8.05% 

The  reports  on  the  hot  mix  ice  cream  samples  were  satisfactory. 

Prevention  ©f  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

This  Act  came  into  force  on  31  /3  /50.  A  rodent  operator, 
A.  C.  Matthews  was  employed  by  this  Authority  and  shared 
equally  with  Lydney  R.D.C.  to  carry  out  the  obligations  of  this 
new  Act. 

It  was  decided  to  make  no  charge  for  the  treatment  of  dwelling 
houses  in  order  to  encourage  the  notification  of  rodent  infestation, 
but  in  the  case  of  business  premises,  a  charge  was  made. 
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627  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  and  176  infestation 


treatments  carried  out. 

Inspections  and  Visits. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act 

...  640 

Under  the  Housing  Act 

...  198 

Slaughterhouse 

...  577 

Advisory 

161 

Food  Premises 

...  155 

Preliminary  Notices 

3 

Abatement  Notices  ... 

1 

Dairies  Inspections. 

No.  of  Inspections  ... 

... 

17 

Factories. 

No.  of  Inspections  ... 

...  ... 

•  •  •  o 

Meat 

No.  of  Description 

Condemned. 

lbs. 

carcases. 

20  Cattle 

•  . .  •  •  . 

.  9037 

5  Calves 

• • •  ... 

.  352 

5  Pigs 

...  ... 

.  1071 

15  Sheep 

...  ... 

.  526 

Beef 

•  *  •  ... 

.  1415 

Mutton 

...  ... 

.  66 

Pork  ... 

•  .  •  • » . 

.  186 

V  eal 

.  27 

138  Bovine  heads 

...  •  •  * 

.  4306 

1 54  Lungs 

•  ••  .  % 

.  1672 

334  Livers 

...  *  .  . 

.  4324 

426  Part  Livers 

...  ... 

.  2563 

591  Sheep  Livers 

... 

.  954 

Other  Foods 

Condemned. 

Corned  beef  (tins) 

. 

44  x  6  lbs. 

Corned  beef  (tins) 

...  ... 

12  x  12  oz 

Bacon 

...  , 

3 If  lbs. 

Ham 

...  ... 

32f  lbs. 

Cheese 

•  .  •  ... 

56  lbs. 

Cereals 

...  ... 

19  lbs. 

Vegetables 

...  ... 

48  tins 

Fruit 

...  ... 

24  tins 

Fish 

...  ... 

11  tins 

Meat 

...  ... 

31  tins 

Milk  . 

...  ... 

26  tins 

Soup 

...  ... 

4  tins 

Tomato  Juice 

...  ... 

1  tin 

Lemon  Curd 

3  tins 

Salad  Cream 

2  bottles 

Flavouring  Essence 

4  bottles 

Ginger  Beer 

2  bottles 

Baking  Powder 

.  .  . 

...  ... 

9^  lbs. 
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Oarcasas  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1046 

457 

1489 

8397 

168 

Number  Inspected 

1046 

457 

1489 

8397 

168 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

1 

9 

3 

15 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

420 

280 

4 

576 

9 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

40.24 

63.23 

0.0047 

0.07 

0.071 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

2 

8 

2 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  . 

222 

160 

3 

12 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

21.4 

36.7 

0.0033 

0.083 
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WEST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Area — 24,154  acres. 

Population — 18,360  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate). 

Number  of  inhabited  houses— 5,350. 

Rateable  value — £49,540.  Product  of  Id.  rate — £180  /10/8. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


Legitimat 

l .. 

e 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births 

152 

138 

290 

7 

3 

10 

159 

141 

300 

Still  Births 

2 

4 

6 

1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

8 

Deaths 
under  1  vr. 

9 

3 

12 

9 

3 

12 

Deaths 
under  4 
weeks  of 
age 

8 

i 

9 

1 

8 

t  . 

1 

9 

Birth  Rate  =  16.3  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparability  factor  of  1.10  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  17.9. 

Excess  of  births  over  deaths  =300 — 213=87. 

Death  Rate  =  11.6  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparability  factor  of  0.97  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  11.25. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

7 

2 

9 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

— • 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  disease 

— • 

— 

— ■ 

Cancer  and  other  malignant  neoplasms 

18 

23 

41 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  S3^stem  ... 

6 

13 

19 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

9 

9 

18 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

1 

3 

Other  heart  diseases 

26 

19 

45 

Other  circulatory  disease 

9 

7 

16 

Influenza 

4 

1 

5 

Pneumonia 

6 

3 

9 

Bronchitis 

2 

2 

4 

Other  respiratory  disease 

7 

— 

7 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

- — • 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— ■ 

— . 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

2 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

— 

— . 

— 

Childbirth,  pregnancy  and  abortion  ... 

— . 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

— 

— 

Other  diseases  ... 

16 

5 

21 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

— ,  - 

2 

All  other  accidents 

4 

4 

8 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

121 

92 

213 

15 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Thirteen  cases  were  notified.  These  were  scattered  and  arose 
sporadically  throughout  the  year. 

Measles. 

This  was  epidemic  throughout  most  of  the  district  commencing 
in  Lydbrook  in  July  spreading  to  the  whole  of  the  built  up  area 
around  Coleford  where  it  was  epidemic  until  October  and  then 
becoming  epidemic  at  Bream. 

Whooping  Cough. 

There  was  a  severe  epidemic  at  Lydbrook  from  June  to  October. 
There  was  an  epidemic  at  Clearwell  in  July  and  a  severe  epidemic 
at  Bream  in  November.  There  were  a  few  cases  elsewhere. 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis. 

There  was  one  case  of  this  disease  which  was  in  a  middle-aged 
man.  This  was  unfortunately  rapidly  fatal  from  pulmonary 
paralysis. 

Paratyphoid  Fever. 

One  case  was  notified  which  quickly  recovered  on  Chloromycetin 
treatment.  Investigation  showed  that  water-cress  was  a  likely 
source  of  infection  and  the  analyst  reported  that  this  organism  was 
present  on  a  sample  of  water-cress  from  the  same  source. 

Ccrehro-spinal  or  meningococcal  meningitis. 

One  case  was  notified  in  February. 

Infectious  Jaundice. 

There  was  a  small  epidemic  at  Milkwall  from  April  to  June  and 
a  number  of  cases  at  Lydbrook  and  a  few  elsewhere . 

Tuberculosis. 


The  following  were  notified  during  the  }^ear : — 


Male 

Female 

Pulmonary 

17 

10 

Non-pulmonary 

1 

4 

Of  these  32  notifications  only  5  were  from  Lydbrook.  There 
were  10  deaths  from  this  disease — a  reduction  from  the  16  of  last 
year. 


Mass  Radiography  Unit. 

This  Unit  paid  a  short  visit  to  Carter’s  Fruit  Juice  Factory  and 
to  the  town  of  Coleford  during  September. 


Infectious  Diseases  Notified 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

•  fH 

Fh 

o 

£  a 

o  o 
<& 

bo 

a 
•  »—< 

T3  g 

8.8 
[t,  O 

M  PL, 

Polio¬ 

myelitis 

Cerebro 

Spinal 

Meningitis  j 

ParaTyphoid! 

B  Fever  j 

j 

Puerperal  ! 

Pyrexia 

Males 

5 

104 

49 

6 

2 

1 

1 

_ 

Females 

8 

126 

40 

— 

—  ' 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

13 

230 

89 

6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0  + 

— 

4 

3 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

1  + 

1 

48 

22 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- ■ 

3  + 

5 

63 

13 

■ — 

— 

1  - • 

-  -• 

•  - ;  * 

— 

Age  5  + 

5 

112 

47 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Groups  10  + 

1 

l 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

15  + 

1 

■ — 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  + 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

- - 

1 

1 

45  + 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  4- 

- — 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

January 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

February 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

March 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

* - 

— 

April 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

May 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

June 

2 

5 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

July 

9 

78 

25 

- — • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

August  ... 

1 

111 

15 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

September 

1 

15 

5 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

October  . . . 

1 

10 

4 

— 

- : 

— 

■ - - 

— 

— 

November 

1 

2 

23 

-  • 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

December 

— 

9 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Coleford 

2 

54 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

English 

Bicknor 

3 

Lydbrook 

1 

55 

39 

4 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

Clearwell 

— - 

18 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Redbrook 

— 

— 

— 

•  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ -  . 

Staunton. . . 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

Bream 

4 

16 

26 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ellwood 

— 

6 

3 

- - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Broadwell 

3 

24 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

- r 

— 

— 

Berry  Hill 

2 

42 

1 

■ — - 

— 

1 

—— 

- — 

— 

Milkwall 

— 

5 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pillowell  ... 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Parkencl 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Yorkley  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — ■ 

— 

— 

— — 

Viney  Hill 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Removed  to 
Hospital  ... 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Deaths 

— 

— 

i 

; - - 

1 

— 

— 

— 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER  S  SANITARY  NOTES. 


Water  Supply. 

Of  the  5,350  dwellings  in  the  district,  3,824  or  58%  are  supplied 
with  mains  water.  In  view  of  the  many  drainage  problems  most  of 
the  wells  are  unsafe  and  owners  are  strong!}/  recommended  to  connect 
their  properties  to  the  Council’s  mains.  As  the  mains  cover  the 
whole  district  this  is  a  policy  which  should  be  pressed. 

Sewerage. 

The  sewering  of  Coleford  is  of  first  rate  importance.  The 
completion  of  the  present  contract  is  awaited.  The  other  parts  of 
the  district  urgently  needing  sewering  are  Lydbrook,  Bream,  Broad- 
well  and  Berry  Hill.  The  clay  of  the  coal  measures  which  underlies 
much  of  the  district  produces  a  multitude  of  drainage  problems. 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  11. 

I  made  representations  in  respect  of  6  houses  to  the  effect  that 
they  were  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  5  orders  were  made  by  the 
Council. 

National  Assistance  Ad,  1 948,  Section  47. 

Certificates  under  this  Section  were  given  to  the  Council  in 
two  cases  and  the  Council  decided  to  apply  to  the  Court  of  Summary 
Jurisdiction  for  Orders  for  removal  but  in  each  case  the  person 
agreed  to  enter  an  institution  voluntarily  before  the  Court  hearing 
was  due. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Ward  reports  as  follows:— 

During  the  year  1950  the  public  water  supply  proved  sufficient 
to  meet  all  requirements  without  the  necessity  to  introduce  the 
system  of  rationing  the  supply  as  in  previous  years.  The  wet 
weather  of  Summertime  helped  to  maintain  a  good  yield  from  all 
sources  of  supply,  also  the  demand  from  the  public  supply  was  not 
so  great  as  in  times  of  drought. 

The  demand  upon  the  supply  continues  to  increase,  to  the 
extent  the  average  daily  consumption  is  330,000  gallons,  which 
amount  is  approximately  at  a  rate  of  20  gallons  per  head  of  the 
population  served.  The  Council  has  an  extensive  housing 
programme  throughout  the  Rural  District.  Each  new  Council 
house  is  provided  with  the  mains  supply,  domestic  hot  water  system, 
also  water-carriage  sanitation.  Owners  of  older  property  are  now 
abandoning  the  original  form  of  supply,  e.g.  wells  and  rainwater 
collecting  cisterns,  by  connecting  houses  to  the  water  mains,  also 
modernising  the  property  by  installing  domestic  hot  water  supplies 
and  modern  sanitary  arrange  ments.  There  are  a  great  number  of 
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dairy  farms  in  West  Dean,  all  are  taking  the  piped  supply.  The 
majority  of  the  farms  have  milk  cooling  plants,  also  up-to-date 
milking  sheds  with  cattle  drinking  troughs,  connected  to  the  mains  ; 
140  existing  properties  were  connected  to  the  supply.  In  addition 
60  new  connections  made  to  Council  houses,  tenanted  during  the 
year,  making  200  altogether.  Additional  School  Canteens  which 
were  connected  to  the  supply  for  the  provision  of  school  meals  daily, 
caused  further  demands.  Total  consumption  for  the  year  was 
120,000,000  gallons. 

The  Council  intend  to  augment  the  present  supply  at  Redbrook 
by  another  greater  source  from  Lydbrook.  The  Contractors 
anticipate  to  connect  this  new  supply  from  Lydbrook  to  the  existing 
main  distribution  s}^stem  in  the  latter  part  of  1952.  This  additional 
water  should  ensure  an  unrestricted  supply  for  many  years. 

Water  Examination. 

Samples  of  water  from  Redbrook  springs  and  well  sources, 
together  with  the  chlorinated  water  from  Staunton  Reservoir, 
from  which  the  public  supply  is  obtained  were  sent  to  the  County 
Analyst  monthly  for  testing.  All  the  raw  water  used  is  sterilised 
by  chlorine,  injected  automatically  into  the  pump  suction  pipes  at 
Redbrook  Waterworks  before  delivery  to  Staunton  Reservoir,  to 
ensure  standard  purity.  70%  of  the  raw  water  samples  were 
proved  satisfactory  before  chlorination. 
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Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Mains  Water  Supply. 
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Total  West  Dean  Rural  District  18360  5380  3754 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR  S  REPORT. 


Ice-cream. 

No.  on  register,  March,  1950: — 

Retailer — Pre-packed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Retailer  /Producer — Cold  mix  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Retailer  /Producer — Hot  mix  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

25 

Samples  taken  during  year:  32. 

Table  showing  analysis  of  samples  taken. 


Grade 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

I 

II  III 

IV 

22 

6  1 

3 

Present  in 

More  than 

Not  present  1  Tube 

2  Tubes  3  Tubes 

3  Tubes 

Bacillus  Coli 

16 

5 

1  2 

8 

Under  100 

100-1,000 

1,001-10,000 

Over  10,00 

Bacterial  Count 

3 

13 

12 

4 

Under  2£% 

Over  2^% 
Under  5% 

5-10% 

Over  10% 

Fat  Content 

...  — 

3 

26 

3 

Average  Fat  Content- 

-7  8°/ 

/  .O  /o 

The  adoption  by  the  Council  (in  1949)  of  the  minimum  standard 
for  ice-cream  had  an  immediate  effect  on  the  standard  and  number 
of  ice-cream  producers.  Only  two  now  make  hot  mix  ice-cream  and 
these  traders  have  provided  all  the  necessary  equipment  therefor, 
including  recording  thermometers.  The  number  of  producers,  hot 
or  cold  mix,  dropped  from  13  to  10  and  the  ten  now  have  a  separate 
room,  hot  and  cold  water  and  adequate  equipment.  The  condition 
of  these  premises  was  good  and  they  were  well  maintained. 

Water  Supply. 

30  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  and  the  reports 
were  as  follows: — 

Main  supply :  2 — both  satisfactory. 

Wells:  7 — of  which  2  were  satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory:  Near  Crown  Cottages,  Cannop;  Wynols  Hill — 
main  to  be  provided;  Church  Hill,  Lydbrook — main 
available;  Staunton  Road,  Coleford— main  provided;  Near 
P.O.  Lydbrook — Council  considering  scheme  for  main 
supply. 
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Water  for  industrial  use : 

Samples  taken :  3 — satisfactory. 

Following  the  notification  of  a  case  of  Paratyphoid  B  six  samples 
of  water  and  eight  samples  of  water  cress  were  taken. 


Use  of  Copper  m  Hot  Water  System. 

Extensive  use  is  now  made  of  copper  in  the  hot  water  systems 
in  new  Council  houses.  A  tenant  of  a  newly  occupied  house  who 
filled  the  electric  kettle  from  the  hot  water  system  noticed  that  the 
fur  was  green  apparently  from  copper  compounds.  12  samples  of 
water  from  hot  water  systems  of  varying  ages  were  analysed  for 
copper  content.  The  results  varied  from  0.20  to  0.9  parts  per 
million  with  only  one  over  the  1 .4  parts  per  million  usually  accepted 
as  the  li-mit  for  a  potable  water.  This  sample  gave  2.24  parts  per 
million.  It  was  clear  that  tenants  of  Council  houses  did  not  realise 
that  water  from  the  hot  water  systems  should  not  be  used  because 
of  the  danger  of  cumulative  poisons  from  lead  from  the  solder  of 
joints,  and  so  a  circular  letter  on  this  point  was  sent  to  them. 


Newtand  R.A.F.  Camp. 

12  families  continued  to  live  in  the  converted  Langham  huts 
and  old  railway  buildings  on  this  site.  The  accommodation  is  of 
sub-standard  type;  a  limit  was  put  on  its  period  by  the  allocation, 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  of  12  houses  in  the  1951  programme  to 
enable  the  occupants  to  be  rehoused.  Only  first-aid  repairs  were 
carried  out  in  order  to  render  the  structure  weatherproof. 


Cotieford  Sewer. 

Further  progress  was  made  with  the  laying  of  the  new  sewer 
and  most  of  the  sewer  was  laid  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  disposal  works  was  held  up  due  to  lack  of  certain 
equipment  and  the  sewer  itself  caused  some  trouble  due  to  subsoil 
water  infiltration.  This  latter  was  caused  by  the  heavy  direct  and 
indirect  pressure  of  subsoil  water,  particularly  near  Newland. 

A  list  of  206  houses  adjacent  to  the  new  sewer  was  prepared 
showing  details  and  position  of  existing  drainage,  the  possibility  of 
right  of  free  connection,  and  the  general  condition  of  the  present 
drainage  systems.  Some  exploratory  work  into  existing  conditions 
in  the  urban  area  of  Coleford  was  also  carried  out,  particularly  in 
the  line  of  the  existing  adverted  stream  which,  at  present,  takes 
most  of  the  sewage  of  the  town. 
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Drainage. 

I  reported  as  follows  to  the  April  Meeting  of  the  Council : — 

Septie  Tanks. 

“Since  the  war  there  has  been  an  increasing  number  of  persons, 
mainly  owner  /occupiers,  who  have  sought  my  permission  to  have  a 
septic  tank  form  of  drainage  disposal.  Wherever  it  has  been 
practicable  I  have  agreed.  It  is  now  getting  towards  the  state 
where  the  number  of  septic  tanks  in  an  area  needs  careful  watching. 
It  will  be  recognised  that  where  there  are  only  a  few  septic  tanks  in 
any  one  district  these  create  but  little  problem  as  potential  public 
health  risk  but  a  succession  of  septic  tanks  in  adjoining  properties 
opens  up  a  different  aspect  altogether.” 

As  the  section  on  water  supply  shows  very  few  well  water 
samples  are  satisfacory,  the  risk  of  contamination  is  high,  and  the 
provision  of  the  main  supply,  which  is  available  in  most  parts  of 
the  area,  is  a  matter  of  considerable  importance. 

Some  flooding  of  the  “sewer,”  a  culverted  stream,  in  Coleford 
took  place  and  work  was  carried  out  to  improve  the  free  flow  of  the 
water. 

Following  the  notification  of  the  case  of  paratyphoid  B  in  a 
house  in  St.  John  Street,  the  drainage  from  which  discharges 
untreated  to  the  brook,  the  stream  was  treated  with  3  cwt.  of 
bleach. 

One  owner  failed  to  comply  with  an  Abatement  Notice  requiring 
him  to  cease  creating  a  nuisance  by  an  inefficient  septic  tank.  The 
Council  took  legal  action  and  was  successful  in  obtaining  £9  /9  /0 
fine  and  costs  and  an  Order  for  the  work  to  be  done  in  28  days. 
This  was  then  carried  out. 

Refuse  Collection. 

The  Council  continued  to  collect  from  90%  of  the  houses  in  the 
area  on  a  weekly  basis.  The  direct  labour  system  worked  well  and 
the  scheme  was  economical  in  cost.  Refuse  was  disposed  of  mainly 
by  filling  old  quarries  and  depressions  and  no  nuisance  arose  from 
the  tips.  Each  tip  was  visited  regularly  and  rats  and  crickets  did 
not  become  a  serious  problem. 

The  Council  gave  consideration  to  the  condition  and  type  of 
bins  put  out  for  collection  and  agreed  that  an  effort  should  be  made 
to  improve  the  worst  of  the  bins.  Particular  concern  was  expressed 
over  the  use  of  tea  chests,  baths  and  over-size  oil  drums  and  action 
was  taken  to  try  to  reduce  the  number  of  unsatisfactory  bins. 

Night  Soil — the  Council  continued  to  collect  from  10  premises 
only.  Some  of  these  will  be  dealt  with  when  the  new  sewer  is 
available. 
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Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

The  number  of  persons  and  premises  on  the  register  were  as 
follows : — 

Retail  Milk  Distributors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Dairies  (not  at  farm)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Only  five  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  four  of  these 
were  satisfactory. 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

The  75  factories,  almost  entirely  power  factories,  were 
inspected  during  the  year,  many  of  them  several  times.  The  con¬ 
dition  of  sanitary  accommodation  was  good  and  little  nuisance 
arose  from  their  use.  Steady  progress  was  made  in  improving 
sanitary  accommodation  and  for  one  factory,  new  canteen  and 
sanitary  block  was  built  and  put  into  use. 

The  13  bakehouses  were  kept  in  clean  condition. 

Requisitioned  Houses. 

The  Council  continued  to  control  22  requisitioned  houses  with 
27  families  housed  therein.  Only  minor  repairs  were  carried  out 
during  the  year. 

Housing. 

34  preliminary  notices  and  three  Statutory  Notices  were 
served  during  the  year  and  these  resulted  in  32  properties  being 
nade  reasonably  fit.  The  repairs  to  the  other  two  were  in  hand  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Some  properties,  by  reason  of  inherent  defects  which  could  not 
be  cured  or  by  their  dilapidated  condition,  were  brought  before  the 
Council  and  action  taken  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 
These  were  houses  which  could  not  be  brought  up  to  even  a  reason¬ 
able  standard  of  fitness  and  which,  despite  the  difficult  housing 
conditions,  it  was  necessary  to  see  that  the}/  were  not  again  occupied 
after  they  had  become  empty. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

A  small  amount  of  food  was  condemned — mainly  resulting 
from  damaged  or  defective  tins.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  minute 
proportion  of  tinned  foodstuffs  affected  for  the  amount  condemned 
compared  with  the  amount  which  is  perfectly  sound  is  well  under 
1  /10th  of  1  %  of  the  whole. 
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Schools. 

Major  improvement  schemes  for  drainage  were  carried  out  at 
Bream  (C.  of  E.)  and  Clearwell  Schools  during  the  year  and  the  result¬ 
ing  improvement  completely  cured  the  original  defects.  The  condi- 
tons  at  another  School  (Christchurch)  were  far  from  satisfactory  and 
support  was  given  to  the  need  for  a  new  School  building  entirely. 

Licensed  Houses  and  Clubs. 

A  detailed  report  on  the  77  licensed  houses  and  clubs  was 
presented  to  the  Council  and  to  the  Coleford  Bench.  This  is  sum¬ 
marised  as  follows: — - 


Water  Supply 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

Drainage 

Main 

72 

Adequate 

40 

Water  Carriage  ... 

63 

Other, 

5 

Not  separate  for 

Elsan 

5 

Sink  in  Bar 

42 

Licensee 

22 

Earth  Closet  or 

Ample  hot  water 

34 

None  for  females 

15 

Bucket 

9 

Detergent  used 

8 

None  for  males 

4 

The  Magistrates  invited  the  writer  to  attend  the  Brewster 
Sessions  at  Coleford  and  fully  supported  the  need  for  improvement 
to  licensed  premises.  It  was  agreed  that  separate  sanitary 
accommodation  be  required  for  males,  females  and  the  tenant, 
preferably  of  water  carriage  type,  and  that  the  main  supply,  or  one 
equally  pure,  be  provided  in  every  licensed  premises.  By  the 
end  of  the  year  considerable  work  had  been  done  and  major  improve¬ 
ments  carried  out  to  1 1  premises  while  more  than  half  had  a  sink, 
mainly  with  constant  hot  water  available. 

Housing  Act,  1949. 

The  Council  received  many  enquiries  and  four  applications 
during  the  year.  None  had  been  accepted  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  Council  appointed  a  full-time  operator  under  the  above 
Act  and  he  commenced  duties  on  the  1st  June,  1950.  Up  to  the 
end  of  the  year  the  following  work  had  been  carried  out 


Rats 

Major  Minor 

Mice 

Infestations  97 

Visits  ...  807 

16  67 

14 

Treatments 

Rats 

Mice 

By  arrangement  with  occupier 

.  76 

16 

Block  control 

.  7 

— • 

Sewer  manholes 

.  12 

— 

95 

16 

25 


The  methods  used  were  the  official  type  using  mainly  arsenious 
oxide  and  zinc  phosphide  with  bread  mash  and  sausage  rusk  as  bait 
base. 

Wynols  Hill  Camp. 

The  Council  converted  eight  former  Army  concrete  huts  into 
dwelling  units  of  quite  a  fair  standard  at  an  average  cost  of  £200. 
Plans  were  prepared  by  the  writer  and  details  of  construction  were 
agreed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA  (SENIOR  S.l.  ONLY) 


Building  Inspection  and  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  537 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  182 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Meat  and  other  Foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

I.D.  .  47 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  517 

Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  173 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Refuse,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  114 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  141 

Infestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Milk  .  130 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  151 

Petrol  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  93 

Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 


2,521 
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LYDNEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Area — 25,544  acres. 

Population — 11,950  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate). 

Number  of  inhabited  houses — 3,051. 

Rateable  value — /47,311.  Product  of  Id.  rate — n82/15/2. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births 

103 

88 

191 

4 

5 

9 

107 

93 

200 

StillBirths 

Deaths 

2 

— 

2 

- - 

— 

- - 

2 

— 

2 

under  1  yr. 
Deaths 
under  4 
weeks  of 

6 

6 

6 

6 

age 

5 

5 

* 

‘ 

5 

— — 

5 

Birth  Rate  =  16.8  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparability  factor  of  1.15  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  19.3. 
Excess  of  birth  over  deaths  =200 — 126=74. 

Death  Rate  =  10.5  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the  area 
comparability  factor  of  1.01  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  10.65. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

1 

— 

1 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

1 

— • 

1 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  and  other  malignant  neoplasms 

10 

13 

23 

Diabetes 

— • 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

6 

5 

11 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

11 

10 

21 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

1 

1 

Other  heart  diseases 

6 

16 

22 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

4 

6 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

8 

4 

12 

Other  respiratory  disease 

— 

— 

— 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ..J 

2 

— 

2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

— 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

Childbirth,  pregnancy  and  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

1 

3 

Other  diseases  ... 

9 

5 

14 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

2 

3 

All  other  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

62 

64 

126 
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Infectious  Diseases  Notified 


Scarlet 

Fever 

1 

Measles 

j 

Sj0 

e 

o 

o  s 

g  O 

r 

5 

'  -o 
<v  c 

4->  5 

O  2 
<  rg 

' 

Polio¬ 

myelitis 

i  Erysipelas 

j 

I  Dvsenterv 

J 

Males 

3 

52 

59 

3 

5 

— 

1 

Females 

12 

36 

49 

1 

2 

1 

— 

Total 

15 

88 

108 

4 

7 

1 

1 

0  +  . 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  +  . 

4 

15 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3  +  . 

2 

25 

27 

— 

2 

_ 

— 

x^GE  5  +  ... 

8 

42 

53 

— 

1 

— 

Groups  10  + 

— 

3 

3 

1 

1 

— 

- — 

15  +  . 

1 

1 

2 

— 

25  +  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

45+  ... 

— 

1 

_ 

o 

— 

1 

- — - 

65  +  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

January 

3 

T 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

February 

— - 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

March 

2 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

April 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

May 

2 

1 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

June 

— 

— 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

July  . 

3 

— 

34 

— 

— 

— 

August  ... 

4 

1 

38 

1 

2 

1 

— 

September 

— 

12 

6 

_ 

4 

— 

- — 

October  ... 

— 

34 

5 

1 

1 

— - 

— 

November 

— 

35 

3 

— 

— 

1 

December 

1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

■  — — 

Lydney  ... 

5 

74 

43 

2 

4 

I 

— 

Tidenham 

3 

4 

3 

1 

2 

_ 

— 

St.  Briavels 

— 

6 

36 

l 

— - 

— 

— 

Aylburton 

5 

1 

1 

—  . 

— 

1 

Woolaston 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hewelsfield 

— 

1 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Alvington 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

Removed  to  Hospital 

6 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

Deaths  ... 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Whooping  Cough. 

There  was  an  epidemic  at  Brockweir  in  June  which  spread  to 
Hewelsfield  and  St.  Briavels  in  July.  There  was  an  epidemic  at 
Lydney  in  August. 
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Measles. 

There  was  an  epidemic  at  Lydney  in  October  and  November 
and  a  few  cases  elsewhere. 

Chickenpox. 

There  was  an  epidemic  at  St.  Briavels. 

Glandular  Fever. 

There  was  a  small  epidemic  at  St.  Briavels  with  some  cases  on 
the  Tidenham  Chase. 

Infectious  hepatitis  or  infectious  jaundice. 

There  were  epidemics  at  St.  Briavels  in  May  and  June  and  at 
Tidenham  in  September  and  October. 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis. 

Seven  cases  were  notified.  The  first  case  was  in  an  apprentice 
at  the  Army  Apprentices  School  at  Beachley.  He  returned  from 
leave  on  the  21st  of  August  and  developed  the  disease  on  the  23rd. 
Another  apprentice  developed  the  disease  on  the  29th.  He  was 
probably  a  casual  but  not  a  close  contact  of  the  first  case.  A  young 
woman  developed  the  disease  at  Alvington  on  the  2nd  September. 
This  case  could  not  be  connected  with  the  apprentices.  Cases  arose 
at  Lydney  on  the  7th,  19th  and  25th  of  September  and  on  the  18th 
of  October.  Two  of  these  cases  occurred  at  the  same  school. 
Full  publicity  was  given  to  the  number  of  cases  through  the  press 
as  a  policy.  The  school  was  not  officially  closed  but  the  parents 
potentially  closed  it  by  keeping  their  children  away.  All  the  cases 
except  one  were  paralytic.  Diagnosis  was  early  and  showed 
excellent  clinical  acumen ;  notification  was  immediate  and  the 
usual  sanitary  precautions  taken,  premises  were  disinfected,  con¬ 
tacts  were  kept  under  surveillance  and  isolated  as  far  as  was  reason¬ 
able.  As  one  case  was  in  a  farmer’s  son,  the  milk  from  that  farm 
was  pasteurised.  It  was  singularly  difficult  to  connect  any  two 
cases;  two  cases  occurred  at  one  school  but  in  different  classes. 
This  was  in  keeping  with  the  belief  that  for  every  definite  case  of 
this  disease  there  are  another  ten  persons  who  are  infected. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  following  notifications  were  received  during  the  year; — 

Pulmonary  Non-pulmonary 

Male  Female  Male  Female 

4  5  —  2 

This  gives  a  total  of  1 1  notifications.  There  were  only  two 
deaths  from  this  disease. 
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Population,  Number 

of  Houses  and  Water  Supply. 

Estimated  Number  of 

Properties  connected  to 
Mains  Water  Supply 

Number 

Parish 

Population 

Houses 

Direct 

By 

of  Public 

Lydney  . . . 

...  4,892 

1,316 

1,238 

Standpipe 

Wells 

1 

Tidenham 

...  2,561 

692 

540 

— 

10 

St.  Briavels 

...  1,125 

351 

— 

— 

22 

Aylburton 

766 

209 

134 

— 

— 

Woolaston 

843 

239 

109 

28 

2 

Hewelsfield 

47  8 

135 

10 

4 

7 

Alvington 

395 

109 

71 

14 

— 

Total  Rural 

District 

...  1 1,060* 

3,051 

2,102 

46 

42 

*This  total  is  890  below  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  11,950 
so  as  to  allow  for  the  apprentices  and  personnel  of  the  Army  Apprentices 
School  at  Beachley. 


MEDICAL  OFFICERS  SANITARY  NOTES. 

Water  Supply. 

The  completion  of  the  bore-hole  makes  a  reasonable  quantity 
of  pure  soft  water  for  piping  to  supply  the  high  levels  where  it  is  so 
badly  needed  and  for  safeguarding  the  Lydney  supply.  By 
extension  it  is  hoped  to  make  the  scheme  comprehensive  for  the 
whole  rural  district,  (except  Tidenham  which  is  in  the  Chepstow 
Company’s  Statutory  Area  of  Supply). 

Sewerage. 

Most  of  the  town  of  Lydney  is  sewered.  The  village  of 
Aylburton  urgently  needs  a  sewerage  system.  The  central  parts 
of  the  villages  of  St.  Briavels  and  Alvington  badly  need  sewering. 

Lydney  Parish  Burial  Ground. 

The  Lydney  Parish  Council  was  able  to  acquire  a  very  satis¬ 
factory  site  for  a  new  burial  ground.  This  is  just  over  the  road 
from  the  church  and  churchyard.  The  sub-soil  is  alluvial  gravel 
which  is  ideal  from  the  sanitary  point  of  view  and  I  was  able  to 
give  the  necessary  certificate  that  no  pollution  of  water  supply  was 
likely  and  that  it  was  free  from  any  other  sanitary  objection. 

Swimming  Baths. 

Bathurst  Pool. 

Chlorination,  filtration  and  aeration  apparatus  was  fitted  to 
this  pool  during  the  year.  This  was  a  big  improvement  and  has 
made  the  pool  a  great  asset  to  the  neighbourhood. 
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Beachley  Swimming  Pool. 

This  is  filled  with  sea-water  and  is  chlorinated.  The  one  sample 
of  the  water  taken  was  satisfactory. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  section  during  the  year  for  the 
removal  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

Refuse  Collection. 

There  is  a  weekly  collection  in  each  parish.  Direct  labour  is 
employed.  In  the  case  of  isolated  houses  the  collection  is  at  longer 
periods  or  when  requested. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Spratt  reports  as  follows : — 


Lydney  Main  Supply. 

The  water  for  this  supply  is  derived  from  two  sources,  Ferneyley 
Springs,  and  Tufts  Level.  The  estimated  consumption  is  as 
follows : — 


Yield  of  the  Ferneyley  Springs  during  the  year 
Amount  utilised  ... 

Amount  allowed  to  run  to  waste 
Water  used  from  Tufts  Level  ... 


113,255,000 

51,108,000 

62,147,000 

22,500,000 


It  was  again  found  possible  to  utilise  the  supply  from  Tufts 
Level,  throughout  the  whole  of  the  year,  and  consequently  the 
demand  could  be  supplied  without  restriction  during  the  summer 
months.  Both  supplies  are  chlorinated,  samples  were  taken  and 
reported  upon  as  fairly  satisfactory. 

There  are  separate  supplies  for  Aylburton,  and  Woolaston,  the 
latter  village  experienced  temporary  shortages  during  the  summer 
months. 

Tidenham  and  Beachley  are  supplied  by  the  Chepstow  Water 
Co.  Council  houses  at  Hewelsfield  have  a  piped  supply,  and  at 
St.  Briavels  by  a  standpipe  from  the  village  supply. 

The  remainder  of  the  district  is  supplied  by  wells  and  springs, 
and  in  a  few  isolated  cases  by  rain  water  tanks. 

The  first  stage  of  the  scheme  to  improve  the  supply  to  Alvington 
and  Woolaston  was  carried  out  and  a  new  main  was  laid  from 
Aylburton  Common  to  Alvington,  the  pressure  was  also  increased 
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resulting  in  a  better  supply  to  Aylburton  Common  and  Alvington. 
The  remainder  of  the  scheme,  to  Woolaston  is  urgently  required  to 
relieve  this  parish  during  the  summer  months.  The  laying  of  a  new 
main  to  the  sites  at  Lydney  was  commenced. 

The  Spout  at  Brockweir  was  fenced  around  and  the  spring 
protected,  samples  were  taken  and  the  analyst’s  report  was 
satisfactory. 

The  sinking  of  the  Borehole  at  Rodmore  continued,  and  drilling 
was  stopped  at  600  feet  below  ground  level.  A  fourteen  days 
continuous  pumping  test  was  carried  out,  and  a  reliable  yield  of 
200,000  G.P.D.  was  proved.  The  Consulting  Engineer  recom¬ 
mended  the  sinking  of  a  second  Borehole  about  100  feet  away  and 
to  a  depth  of  330  feet.  The  recommendation  was  accepted  by  the 
Council  and  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  for  approval. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR  S  REPORT. 


Housing. 

79  inspections  were  made  during  the  3/ear.  Improvements  to 
31  houses  were  carried  out,  12  by  owner  occupiers. 

In  addition  minor  defects  were  remedied  at  27  houses  following 
informal  action. 

One  statutory  notice  was  served. 

The  owners  of  three  unfit  houses  were  required  to  carry  out 
repairs  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council  before  the  houses  were 
re-occupied. 

Few  of  the  overcrowded  cases  investigated  were  relieved. 

Licences  to  occupy  six  condemned  properties  were  again  issued 
for  six-monthly  periods. 

Three  applications  for  licences  to  Erect  or  Station  and  Use  a 
Moveable  Dwelling  under  section  269  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
were  granted. 


DISINFECTION. 

Number  of  premises  disinfected — Schools 


1 

39 

9 


Infectious  Diseases 
Verminous 


Total  49 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


Sixteen  samples  of  water  were  taken  and  submitted  to  Rowland  H. 
Ellis,  Esq.,  Analyst,  Gloucester,  for  Bacteriological  examination. 

Reports  are  as  follows : — 


Parish 

Lydney. 


Aylburton. 
Alvington. 
Woolaston. 
Tidenham. 
St.  Briavels. 

Hewelsfield. 


Source. 

Half-acre  Cafe 
Purlieu  Spring 
Half-acre  Cafe 
Lydney  Supply 
Lydney  Swimming  Pool 
Lydney  Swimming  Pool  (shallow-end) 
Lydney  Swimming  Pool  (deep-end) 
Tap  at  Lower  Common 
St.  Anne’s  Brook 
Parkhill  Pump 
Beachley  Swimming  Pool 
Jubilee  Tap 
Cross  Keys  Tap 
Spout,  Brockweir 
do. 
do. 


Remarks. 

Not  entirely  satisfactory . 
Satisfactory. 

Not  entirely  satisfactory. 
Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

J 

Not  entirely  satisfactory. 
Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

Totally  unfit. 

Totally  unfit. 

Fairly  satisfactory. 

Not  entirely  satisfactory. 
Satisfactory. 

Not  entirely  satisfactory, 
do. 

Satisfactory. 


In  addition  to  the  above  eleven  water  samples  were  taken  from 
Public  Wells  in  the  parishes  of  St.  Briavels  and  Hewelsfield  and 
submitted  to  the  Pathological  Laboratory,  Royal  Infirmary, 
Gloucester,  for  examination. 


Public  Wells. 

Improvements  were  carried  out  to  5  Public  Wells. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Number  of  Retail  Milk  Producers  on  the  Register  ...  48 

Dairies  (not  at  farm)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Producer  Retailers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Retail  Purchasers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Several  of  the  retail  milk  distributors  registered  deliver  milk 
to  only  a  few  customers. 

Fifty-seven  samples  were  taken  from  retail  suppliers  of  milk  in 
course  of  delivery,  35  were  satisfactory,  9  fairly  satisfactory  and  13 
unsatisfactory. 
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Summary  of  the  Reports  are  as  follows — 

19  Milk  Samples  :  No  B.  Coli  present. 

Number  of  Bacteria  per  1  c.c.  varied  from  2,000  to  500,000. 

16  Milk  Samples  :  B.  Coli  present  in  1  c.c. 

Number  of  Bacteria  per  1  c.c.  varied  from  1,000  to  500,000. 

9  Milk  Samples  :  B.  Coli  present  in  1/1 0th  c.c. 

Number  of  Bacteria  per  1  c.c.  varied  from  13,000  to  500,000. 

4  Milk  Samples  :  B.  Coli  present  in  1  /100th  c.c. 

Number  of  Bacteria  per  1  c.c.  varied  from  152,000  to  500,000. 

9  Milk  Samples  :  B.  Coli  present  in  1  /1000th  c.c. 

Number  of  Bacteria  per  1  c.c.  varied  from  100,000  to  500,000. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1949. 

(Pasteurised  and  Sterilised). 

16  Pasteurised  milk  samples  were  taken  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Sedbury  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(b)  Allastone  Dairy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(c)  In  course  of  delivery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Total  16 

Reports  on  15  were  satisfactory,  one  being  unsatisfactory7. 

School  Milk. 

Sixteen  milk  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for  Bacteriological 
examination,  reports  on  14  were  unsatisfactory. 

Only  2  samples  had  B.  Coli  absent  in  1  /100th  c.c.,  14  samples  having 
B.  Coli  present  in  1 /1000th  c.c. 

Eight  samples  had  a  Bacterial  Count  of  over  500,000  per  1  c.c.,  and 
the  Keeping  Quality  of  eight  samples  was  as  low  as  6  points. 


Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947 


Number  on  the  Register: — Retailer  /Producer — Pre-packed 

Retailer  /Producer— Cold  mix 
Retailer  /Producer — Hot  mix 


13 

8 

9 


14  samples  were  submitted  for  Bacteriological  examination  and 
for  Fat  Content.  Reports  on  9  were  satisf actor}/ — 2  not  entirely 
satisfactory  and  3  unsatisfactory. 

Table  showing  anatysis  of  14  samples  taken. 

Grade  ...  ...  ...  I  II 

9  2 

Under  100  100-1,000 

Bacterial  Count  ...  1  4 

Under  2*%  2*-5% 

Fat  Content  ...  ...  ...  Nil.  2  11  1 

Average  Fat  Content  :  8.205% 


III  IV  Total 
1  2  14 

1,000-10,000  Over  10.000 
6  3 


5-10% 


Over  10% 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned  for  year  1950. 


Cattle  j 

excluding;  Cows 
Cows  1 

j  * 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

— 

— 

9 

6111 

66 

Number  Inspected 

— 

— 

9 

6111 

66 

all  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  Carcases  con¬ 
demned 

21 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

1 

917 

26 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  ... 

1% 

15.3% 

37.8% 

Tuberculosis  Only. 
Whole  Carcases  condemned 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

3 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

7.57% 

The  amount  of  meat  condemned  as  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption  was — 


21  Sheep  Carcases 

760  lbs. 

34  Sheep  Plucks 

196  lbs. 

900  Sheep  Livers 

1591  lbs. 

3  Legs  of  Mutton 

23  lbs. 

1  Part  Lamb  Carcase 

18  lbs. 

Total  2588  lbs. 

7  Pig  Carcases 

...  1091  lbs. 

17  Pig  Plucks 

118  lbs. 

2  Pig’s  Lungs 

3  lbs. 

1  Pig’s  Head 

31  lbs. 

5  Pig  Legs 

121  lbs. 

5  Parts  Pig  Carcases  ... 

153  lbs. 

Total  1517  lbs. 

Hindquarter  of  Veal 

43  lbs. 

Total  43  lbs. 

imported  Meat. 

Beef 

357  lbs. 

Pork 

44  lbs. 

Total  401  lbs. 

Total  Condemned 

...  4549  lbs. 

The  following  number  of  animals  were  slaughtered  and  the 
carcases  inspected  for  Disease : — 

Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse,  Church  Road,  Lydney,  Glos. 

Cattle,  nil;  Cows,  nil;  Calves,  9;  Sheep  and  Lambs,  6111 ;  Pigs,  66. 

Total:  6,186. 

The  number  of  Pigs  slaughtered  on  Unlicensed  Premises  were  :  376. 

Note. — The  Lydney  Food  Executive  Officer  issued  376  licences  to  self¬ 
suppliers.  • 


35 


Other  Foods  Condemned  as  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption  were— 

884  Tins  of  various  foodstuffs  ;  5H  lbs.  Cheese  ;  6  lbs.  Dried  Fruit  ■ 
196  lbs.  Dried  F.gg  ;  27  stone  of  Fish  ;  18  lb.  Sausages. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 
REPORT  FOR  PERIOD  31st  MARCH  TO  31$t  DECEMBER,  1950. 
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Includes  properties  infested  with  both  rat*  and  mice. 
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Include  properties  infested  with  both  rats  and  mice. 


LYDNEY  SHIPPING,  1950. 


Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port  during  the  year  1950. 


Number 

No.  of  Vessels 

Number 

. 

reported 

on  which 

Inspected 

Number 

Tonnage 

to  be 

defects  were 

by 

defective 

remedied 

San.  Insp. 

FOREIGN 

Steamers 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

*  Motors 

2 

291 

0 

0 

0 

Sailing 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Fishing 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  Foreign 

2 

291 

0 

0 

0 

COASTWISE. 

Steamers 

1 

62 

0 

0 

0 

*  Motors 

447 

26333 

0 

0 

18 

Sailing 

220 

14251 

0 

0 

15 

Fishing 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

Coastwise 

668 

40646 

0 

0 

33 

Total  Foreign 
and  Coastwise 

670 

40937 

0 

0 

33 

*  Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers 


Complaints  Received. 


General. 


Nuisances  reported  to  District  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

(b)  Swine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Nuisances  unabated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Number  of  earth  closets  or  privy  vaults  abolished  for  W.C.'s  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  earth  closets  or  privy  vaults  abolished  for  pail  privies  ...  9 


Petroleum  Acts. 

Number  of  licences  issued  by  the  council  under  the  above 
Acts  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  was :  35. 

Licensed  Premises. 

Improvements  to  the  sanitary  accommodation  at  6  premises 
were  carried  out. 
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Number  inspected  of  each  of  the  following 

Premises  or  Occupations  subject  subject  to  Statutory  Control  : 


Under  the  Shops  Act,  1950. 

(a)  Butchers  Shops 

(b)  Grocers  Shops  ... 

(c)  Other  Trades 

(d)  Catering  Establishments 


Inspections 

69 

87 

45 

53 


Total  254 


Number  on 
Register 

Number 

inspected 

Total 
number  of 
Inspections 

Slaughter-houses 

10 

1 

171 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 

2 

2 

32 

Bakehouses 

13 

13 

27 

Factories 

28 

28 

45 

Workshops 

32 

32 

51 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

During  the  year: —  Added  Deleted  Change 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  2  2 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  0  2  0 

Three  Certificates  as  to  the  Means  of  Escape  in  case  of  Fire 
(Sections  34-37)  were  issued  to  factories. 
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